
Anacondaôs Got Talent, a 

takeoff of Americaôs Got Tal-

ent, only the winner is chosen 

in one night. Let us know 

what you think. Also, if you 

would like to help with any 

fundraisers or have ideas to 

find the dollars to keep 

us here for years to 

come, please give us a 

call. We welcome your 

wisdom. 

 

Speaking of fundraising, 

please keep us in your 

mind and remember to 

give during these special 

events. As I said, we 

want to be here for years 

to come, serving the 

youth and families of Ana-

conda. And we need you to 

accomplish our goal. Also, if 

you have some talents you 

would like to share with our 

youth or some time to help 

with homework or read sto-

ries to our little ones, please 

give us a call at 563-7972. We 

welcome your company. 

 

Take Care, 

Deb 

 

Debra Cuny 

Executive Director 

A lot has been happening 
with the Youth Programs re-

cently. Our devoted staff pro-

vided Anacondaôs young stu-

dents with a fun-filled educa-

tional summer. Two sites 

went full time and an 

additional site was add-

ed at the Skate Park 

where the kids were 

provided nutritious 

meals during their long 

days.  

 

We were able to secure 

funding to hire a full-

time Youth Program 

Coordinator until June 

30, 2011. Laurie Dun-

can has taken the lead 

for our afterschool programs 

and weôre lucky to have her. 

Sheôs a great asset to the pro-

gram. JoAnna Thayer took 

Laurieôs place as a Life Coach 

for Youth Quest and is the 

coordinator for the Imagine 

the Park Learn and Serve 

Project funded through Hopa 

Mountain. 

 

An Americorps* VISTA has 

moved from Wisconsin to 

research the feasibility of sus-

taining a Boys & Girls Club 

in Anaconda. B&GC offers a 

variety of programs that work 

on character and youth devel-

opment. Currently, our main 

focus is homework and we 

want to expand these services. 

Our goal is to add services on 

some evenings and weekends  

to the wonderful youth of this 

community. Jamie Roessler 

has taken this role. If you see 

her, tell her ñthank youò. 

 

Two major fundraisers are 

being planned for the upcom-

ing year. We are having lots 

of fun planning a Red Neck 

Rodeo tentatively scheduled 

for late summer. We are toss-

ing around a couple ideas for 

the second. One of them is 
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Welcome to the first Anaconda Family Resource Center Quarterly Review newsletter. We will be 

publishing on a seasonal basis. We hope you enjoy reading articles about the fantastic work our 

staff, volunteers, and participants are doing.  
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WISH LIST:  

The  Childrenôs 

Community Chorus 

is starting soon, but 

we need a few things 

to get started. If you 

can help, please call 

us at 563-7972. We 

appreciate your sup-

port! 

¶ Piano or keyboard 

¶ Sheet music of 
childrenôs songs 

¶ Volunteers with 

piano skills 

Debra Cuny teaches a beading class 
every Tuesday for Community Youth 

Center and Youth Quest students. 
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The Youth Quest 

participants have 

been busy 

throughout the 

summer months 

going on outings 

and utilizing the 

community links they have 

made with various business-

es and agencies including 

the Anaconda Karate & 

Boxing Club, Parks & Rec-

reation Sports, School 

Sports, Copper Village Art 

Classes and 4-H. 

 

Many of the youth plan to 

continue involvement in 

each of these activities 

throughout the coming year 

as well as trying out new 

opportunities.  

 

In 4-H, three of our Youth 

Quest participants were 

named as officers ï Ash-

leigh Noroian as President, 

Samantha Steelman as Sec-

retary, and Chris Finigan as 

Treasurer. 

 

Some upcoming outings for 

Youth Quest include, get-

ting fit at Goosetown, learn-

ing how to clean up after 

There have been a lot of 
changes in the Youth Quest 

(YQ) program recently. 

Over the summer, former 

Life Coach Laurie Duncan 

was promoted to Youth 

Program Coordinator. Our 

former AmeriCorps VISTA, 

JoAnna Thayer, was hired 

as the Life Coach for our 

Youth Quest participants. 

 

Over the four years of the 

Youth Quest program, the 

focus has shifted from inter-

vention for youth who had 

become involved with the 

Juvenile Justice System to a 

more preventative approach 

for youth ages 10-18 as a 

means to developing con-

structive futures by concen-

trating on present strengths 

and developing new skills 

and links throughout the 

community. 

 

and groom horses at the 

Anaconda Saddle Club, and 

getting involved in commu-

nity service. To encourage 

sustainability of the pro-

gram, we will also begin 

adopting a mentoring sys-

tem. Older student mentors 

will benefit by building 

leadership and providing 

hands-on experiences. Our 

mentored youth will enjoy 

spending quality time with 

a positive role model who 

encourages their participa-

tion in positive alternatives 

to high-risk behaviors. 

Youth Quest 

A Youth Quest participant 

getting ready to take part in 

Helenaõs NAMIwalk. 

ñI entered some of 

my pictures into the 

fair, they were 

judged and given 

ribbons, and I 

made $11.88.ò 

Ashleigh Noroian 

on 4-H 

Youth Quest participants 

spend an afternoon riding 

and caring for horses at the 

Anaconda Saddle Club. 



  Imagine The Park 
from Anaconda residents, 

both donating and purchas-

ing items. 

 

August held multiple excit-

ing events for us as well. 

On August 13, Imagine the 

Park held an Old-Fashioned 

Carnival at Benny Good-

man Park. The goal of this 

event was to provide a posi-

tive alternative for youth of 

this community during out-

of-school time. All activi-

ties offered were free to 

participate in and many 

shelled out prizes. Activi-

ties included the traditional 

games such as the Duck 

Pond, Ring Toss, and Goinô 

Fishinô, as well as recrea-

tional opportunities includ-

ing Potato Sac Races and 

Frisbee Golf, all the way to 

a Dunk Tank. Players and 

even the volunteers in the 

dunk tank enjoyed the dayôs 

fun despite the cold and 

rainy weather. Imagine the 

Park also received immense 

help during the event from 

United Way of Anaconda 

and Butte as part of their 

ñDay of Caringò. 

 

A Skate Safety Clinic and 

Jam was held on August 14 

with the objective of edu-

cating and encouraging our 

youth on the importance of 

safety while skateboarding, 

specifically protecting the 

brain with the use of hel-

mets. Approximately twen-

ty youth participated in this 

event where Elwood 

Bakken, of Skate Army out 

of Bozeman, facilitated 

both safety lessons as well 

as a skills jam where skaters 

Imagine the 
Park is very 

happy to be 

tackling our 

second year of 

efforts at Benny 

Goodman Park, 

a.k.a. ñGreen 

Grass.ò 

Throughout the 

summer 

months, wrap-

ping up year 

one of our pro-

ject, we had 

many successes.  

 

Our first successful fund-

raiser for the month of July 

was our second Community 

Recycling Drive, held on 

July 16. We prepared for 

this event by attending a 

County Commission Meet-

ing to submit a request for a 

Special Event Permit. Our 

youth participants not only 

learned about county gov-

ernmental processes, but 

also presented to the Com-

mission on July 6. During 

the event, twelve car loads 

and three truckloads were 

recycled.  

 

Throughout the month, 

community members also 

graciously responded to our 

request for donations of 

yard sale items for us to sell 

in our Community Yard 

Sale Fundraiser. This event 

was held in our garage at 

our 212 E. 4th St. property 

and brought in several 

shoppers throughout the 

four hour event. We raised 

over $200 for our project 

thanks to all of the help 

got to show their stuff on 

their boards. A raffle was 

held as well and seven 

youth received helmets, 

thanks to a generous dona-

tion from the Anaconda 

Community Intervention. 

Several helmets remain 

which will be raffled off in 

the next months as a moti-

vator for youth to become 

involved in our weekly 

planning meetings. 

 

The majority of September 

was then spent recruiting 

additional youth for year 

two of the project and as-

sembling our grant proposal 

to our principal funder 

Hopa Mountain, a non-

profit out of Bozeman with 

the mission of investing in 

rural and tribal citizen lead-

ers of all ages in realizing 

the hopes and dreams of 

their hometowns.  

 

Some of the plans we have 

for the upcoming months 

include a Youth Retreat, 

where our young volunteers 

will be given leadership 

training from Hopa Moun-

tain staff and Jr. Counse-

lors, as well as a Fall Clean 

Up and Repair Day, where 

youth and adult volunteers 

will collect trash and recy-

clables and repair play-

ground equipment. 

Youth volunteers clean-

ing up Benny Goodman 

at Imagine The Parkõs 

first volunteer event . 
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